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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
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seven rupees and eight annas if sent by post.) 











CONTENTS, 
Md Page. Page 
List of prices of articles of food at Caleutta Approximate Aeturn of Trafic on the Circular 
during the week ending Saturday, the 4th and Kastern Canals for the weeks oe 
January 1919 18 Saturday, the 21st and 28th December 1918 . a1 
Weather and Crop ‘Report tor the week ‘ending | 
on the 2nd avepy 1919... 1922 , 
t (retail and wholesale) “Ot food- 
‘gaine and salt, eto,, in per tr van rie of Bengal | Statement of weekly Gang panting on the 
first-hait of a ee 290 | Rivers tn Bengal a» “tee, OSB 
————— = —— SSS 



















- see 5 5 
wie “BA 
bear Sasi Bale i) 
ae (Vale Sp J 
«| 510 
oe 5 0 
Nei eine biases Patnai did, ads : H 
Mung , “(Batt SB ..68ae § 
ae Pe rai . - ll 4 
orl aE + ., (wplit) os hy eae 4 

F AX re Rit) sce ace] -& 
Ss (hans S) eu 
btn Kalai? ast eile 8 
ae fac ‘ i" sap pe 
7 Sean rown Java ose pagoas 
me Gur, B rae ? oars 
ee .» Bhursut = .| 8 4 
Sig Milk ae «| W 0 
et , Mustard oil as sen 99 8 
Baie, Flour at es A nee ide 
Prats Atta No. 3 Ae 6 14 
ee » oo» 24 one vole 7 4 
Beit 3 ‘» ” B aoe | J ] 6 
pai Suji =i ce 11 12 
Ghee (Bhadwa, Matki, etc.) .. 79 0 
” A a Khurja, Ruto, 72 8 

wre, Ragnn Fo.) . 

Maize PRE Be 
wove ey a Tee 
Patal a8 Soe 
Brinjal we we od: @ 
Onion os POPS ee 
> Fish, Rahu - wee} ACD 
Mutton (2nd class). ss De saieke 
_Beo nd end Se ijn OM abak caeees 





to Reail—Sir Stuart Hi 
Rota 


aaves 
- 


Bee ee 


—_ 


coeceoce 
OS 1 Or OO RO Ww Io 





See. wed 


= 
. 


©ecooco coc ecececseoeceo 


” 
ok 


_ 
BElaa = 

e —_ — 
CMESCwWHBBNWOKRHROSOeEECCKO! 


teeeee 


seeeee 


een: 


tween 


0 lanai eager ara eee 


eccececces e 


me 


eco oocu, ceceoo/ecescesceocessé eeecce 


ae DNs 
—~ 


_ 
= 


fece 
coc 










A. P. f ; 
29 07 
30° 
2 6 0 
2 6 et 
23 gos 
3 0 oe) 
2.0 6 
2 0 8 
ee wer =, oe 
» Sedo BRO 
010/060 
08 6/|0 6.0 
0233108 6 
029/10 50 
03 38! 6 620, 
oh 6 I PES 
046/050 
026/08 8 
en 0406 
080 | 0° O- 
012 0) 0M 0 
04 0 Oi SEO os 
030/06 0 
05 0 0 6 0 
112°0 | 28 0 
“So my 
6 . 








y pit : Hh wae ‘ 
gOS ra eh PP A) hy a ae ‘ 
Pach iis i ¥ a tis - 





____ DISTRICT REPORTS ON WEATHER AND CROPS. 
GINS _ For the week ending on the 2nd January 1919. _ 
Summary.—The week was rainless, Reaping of winter paddy is fast approaching | 


» ‘completion. Threshing continues. Harvesting of potatoes, pulses and sugarcane is in 


rogress.. The pene of standing crops are generally reported to be unsatisfacto 
ae th decent he average price of common rice for the province has fallen by poise 
2 per cent. as compared with that of the previous week. 





PRICK OY COMMON LIOR, 1X | 
SKERS, PER KUPKE, 





Oharacter of the weather, condition of crops, etc, 












No, Sek et VETS OTe nr ae | 
This week, Previous week, } ; 
Sey 
} ? ‘ 4 | > | J 
| tnches 
1 sees, | Nil 7% 7 Harvesting of winter rice and sugarcane 
- an, | Hy continues. Fodder and water are sufli- 
Diamond, Nil 7/78 | cient. 
Harbour. 
Barrackpore Nil 6}; 6} | : 
Barasat =.) Nil 8 8 | : 
Basirhat ...| Nil Bt 8 
.- | 
| Yr 
2 | NADIA re be || 8 7+ |Rain is badly wanted for rabi crops. 
Harvesting of aman paddy continues, 
.| Kushtia ...| Nil 7} 20 Lands are being prepared for bhadoi 
.| Meherpur ...|. Nil 7 7 pay: Prospects of standing crops are not 
Chuadanga...| Nil 74 7} avourable. Fodder supply is sufficient, 
Ranaghat ...| Nil 6§ 64 
| / 
x | MURSHIDABAD Nil - bf 7 Prospects of standing crops are not 
, aii good. Rain is wanted for rabi erops. 
Lalbagh « ...| . Nil» 7 7 Harvesting of aman paddy continues. 
Jangipur ...| Nil 8 8 Fodder is sufficient. 
Kandi ne ers | (n) 7 
4 | JESSORE | Nil 8 8 Harvesting of aman paddy is going on. 
Rain is mgr} wanted for the rabi crops. 
Jhenidah tay Nil 9 9 Prospects of standing crops are poor 
Magura ...|. Nil | > 8d. 8t owing to drought. Fodder and water 
Narail we | . Nil (n) 9 are sufficient. 6 
Bangaou ...| Nil 8% it 
3 |Kuutna ...| Nil 7 84 | Harvesting of winter paddy continues. 
Ate “ Fodder and water are sufficient, 
Satkhira ...) Nil 8 7 
Bagerhat’ ...) Nil — 8 8 











64 | Harvesting of winter Ae and kala‘ 


) Bur D { 
Sartre caine continues, Condition of pe crops, vege- - 








Be ee : 6 tables and sugarcane is poor for want of 
eri 7 es moisture. Export of rice is going on. 
Kalna eos ; j 64 x 


ae! 
vost 


r 


— 


. ae yest ; 






Bream... 


7 Harvesting off winter paddy continues. 
: Rampurhat 


Fodder and water are sufficient. 

























7+ Harvesting of «umm rs ddy and ¢il is 

nearly finished and that of sugarcane 
7 continues, Condition of standing crops 
is not good. Cattle-disease is rted 
from Bankura and Raniband, _ Fodder 
is sufficient but dear. 


© 


7; | Harvesting of winter paddy is in progress. 

Fodder and water are sufficient. Pabi 
7 crops are suffering for want of moisture. 
6} Cattle-disease is reported from thana 
9 Salboni. \ 


v 


63 Effects of weather on the a of he 
crops are unfavourable, 









Serampore ... 6 
Arambagh .. 74 
5 Weather cold. Harvesting of aman 


paddy and plansing of sugarcane con- 
64 tinue. Condition rabi crops is fair. 
Fodder is sufficient, j A , 





| Ulubarka 












7 Prospects of standing crops are @ nok 
good, Fodder is sufficient. 


a wath t 
Ti} | Harvesting of winter es is smo an 
over. Condition of s ‘isi 
10 fair, Scarcity of tar rope a4 
72 Kusamandi. Kanes 
! 


14 | Prospects \ of ieee 
oy | Baier Slane com ee 
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DISTRICT REPORTS ON WEATHER AND CROPS. 
' For the woek ending on the 16th January 1919, 


Summary.— Excepting light showers in some places of Western Bengal no rain fell 
‘the rest of the province. Threshing of winter paddy is well eiinod Preparatory 
lage for the next autumn crops has commenced in Eastern Bengal. Transplanting 
summer paddy and genre of sugarcane, potatoes and early oilseeds are pro- 
ressing. The prospects of standing crops are generally unfavourable. The average 
ce of common rice for the province has risen by about 0°6 per cent. as compared with 
hat of the previous week. ; 
PRICE OF COMMON KICK, IN | 
an 


b pak ee BRS, PER KOPER, 








y sh subdivisious. BRC MRS bas 22) Se | Character of the weatter, condition of crops, ate, 
This week. | Previous week, " 
4 2 , 3 4 ‘ F 6 
4 | Inches | 
1 |24-Parganas 0°65 7s : 7} | Harvesting of winter rice is nearly 
; finished. Harvesting of sugarcane and 
Diamond) Nil 7 | 7 mugh-kalai continues. Fodderand water 
Harbour. are sufficient. Rice is being exported to 
Barrackpore | (7) 6+ 6t Calcutta from Basirhat. 
| Barasut ...| Nil eee 
| Basirhat ...| Nil 9 | 9 . 

2 | Napia voc PED 74 3/ Rain is badly wanted for rabi: crops. 
. ly ; Harvesting of aman paddy is finished. 
Kushtia ...| Nil 7 72 Lands are being prepared for bhadoi 
Meherpur ...| , Nil 7 8 paddy. Prospects of standing crops 
Chuadanga...| Nil 74 7t | ure not favourable. Fodder suppiy is 
Ranaghat ...| Nil 68 63 =|. sufficient. . ’ ett 

3 | MURSHIDABAD Nil 72° 7 | Growth of rabi crops is being retarded 

‘ for want of rainfall. Harvesting of 
Talbagh ...| Nil 7 7 + |.aman paddy is almost finished. Fodder 
Jangipur ...; 0°03 8+ 7? =| is sufficient. 
\ 
4|Jessore ..| Nil 8 8 | Harvesting of aman paddy still continues. 
i | The rabi crops are suffering on account 
Jhenidah ...) Nil 9 9 of drought.’ The prospects of the crops 
ara 4) Nil 9 9, are not favourable. Fodder and water 
Narail gy) NEL: 9 2:4 are sufficient. Ouattle-disease is reported 
‘TBangaon ...| Nil 84 8} from Magara. : : 
i cae : 
| 8 it 9 tarrotng winter paddy. continues. 
; a) 1 Fodder water are sufficient. becthu 
, pM hot . 
ek Bb 1g eget 
. 6 Bane i 
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PRICE OF COMMON RIOR, IX " i i Frasths ; 

SEERS, PEN KOPER. _ Character of the weather, condition of eropa, até. 
—_—-——— | ve f Sv eo oe he hae Eee 

ee. PGs re a giev a Ae WARE Le ? 





















Inches | i Donte mia ) 
08K 7 7 Weather slightly cloudy. Standing croy 
" ? have been = slightly benefited _ by a4 


fy 3 

6 | BURDWAN ... | 

020 | 6b | 6+ _| recent rainfull in Sadar and Asansol, 
1 


a5 nsol oer . bs 8 
Aires oveer| ad 7t oe Threshing of paddy continues. Export 
Kalna a Ub 74 7y°¢ of rice is going on. Cattle-disease is 
3 reported from police-station Faridpur. 
7 | BrrpaumM Nil 7 7 Harvesting of winter paddy is nearly 
finished. Fodder and water are suffi- 
Rampurbat O15 7 7 cient. 


74 Cutting of sugarcane continues. Condi- 
tion of standing crops is not good. 

8+ Cattle-disease is reported from Bankura. 
Price of fodder is still rising. Distress 
on account of dearth of drinking water 
is reported from some villages. 


8 | BANKURA ...| 0°04 

























Vishnupur ... 


© 


7}, | Harvesting of winter paddy is in progress. 


9 | MIDNAPORE 
Fodder and water are sufficient. Pros- 


Ghatal 8 pects of sugarcane are fair. Cattle- 
Tamluk 7% disease is reported from thana Salboni. 
Contai 93 


Effects of weather on the growth of the 


10'| Hoogaiy .. 6{ || crops are good. Fodder is sufficient. 


' | Serampore ... 
Arambagh .., 


5¢ | Weather cold. Harvesting of aman 


11 | Howrau 
; paddy is nearly finished and that of 
Ulnbaria: 64 ‘sugarcane continues. Condition of rabi 
crop is fair. Fodder is svffficient. 

12 | RAJSHAHI Prospects cf standing crops are not 
(RAMPUR- favourable. Fodder is on the whole 
BOAula), sufficient. 

Naogaon 
Nator 


Harvesting of winter paddy is near 
completion. Condition of | sia 
crops is fair. Scarcity of fodder is 

reported from Kusamandi seenney 


18 | Dinaspur ..,. 


Thakurgaon f 
Balurghat ... i 


l4 | JALPAIGURL 


Rrospesta ot standing crops are fair. 
S it ide 1s suloient.* et ' 


Alipur—... 





EM Y x CACS reget 
o » 


aK caLooriA eaunrne, higte 2.08 CS 






Sia ck tind odes sh : 
“SBERS, PRR ROPES, ; 
Character of the weather, condition af crops, ete. 


ee 











a 4 y : ‘ } 
Inches | 
5 | DarsgEELinc — Nil 7+ 74 | Whent is - poneesbing well. Condition is 
not very favourable. Potatoes are being 
Kurseong saet >. al 7 7 harvested. Harvesting of winter rice is 
Siliguri ...| Nil 7 8 over in Terai. Fodder and water are 
Kalimpong...| Nil Aceh oe sufficient. 
16 |Ranerur ...| Nil 8 9 Harvesting of winter paddy is neanhe 
‘ finished. Lands are under preparation 
Nilphamari Nil 8 7+ for jute and aws paddy Prospects of 
Kurigram ...| Nil 8 8 crops are fair. Fodder and water are 
Gaibandha,.. ) , Nil 0 %E 8t sufficient. 
17 | Boera SE Sa es ae 8} Harvesting of winter paddy is finished. 
Ploughing of fields for jute and aus 
™ paddy continues. Fodder is sufficient 
except in the area which was flopded. 
18 | PABNA SOURS ates 7 74 Harvesting of winter paddy is just 
finished. Condition of .standing rabi 
Sirajganj ...| Nil. 7 7 crops is unsatisfactory. Fodder is sufli- 
° cient. 


promising. Harvesting of winter paddy 
and kalai continues. Stocks of fodder 
are sufficient at ee CatgJe-disease is 
reported from Manikchak and Gomasta- 


pur thanas. 


8 Harvesting of haimanti paddy and 
mustard seeds is going on Fodder is 
sufficient. fs 


20 |Coocs BenaR| Nil . 8} 


21 | Dacca pew}, 0°00 7% 74 | Weather cold and cloudy. Prospects of 

standing crops are fair, but rabi has 

. suffered for want of moisture. Harvest- 

(n) ing of aman paddy is almost completed 

8 and transplanting of boro paddy is going 

on. Fodder ayd water are safficient and 
no iatttendtoease is reperyed. 


Manikganj ... 
Narayanganj 
Munshiganj 


. 


ta 


19} Maupa -... | Nil, |... 63 63 Prospects of standing ra’ crops are not 


22 MYMENSINGH 7+ 74 |Condition of rabi orowe is not good. 
Fodder is sufficient. i 
Jamalpur ... 8 i” 
| Rangail oy 63 
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re ee Dacca, the 20th January 1919, 





| Madaripur Wa 
| Gopalganj’... 


| BAKARGANS 
( BARISA I). 


| Pirojpur 
| Patuakhuli... 


Dakshin Sha- 
bazpur 
(Bhola). 

OHITTAGONG 

Cox's Bazar 


Tires 
(COMILLA). 


Brubman- 


Noakuant ... 


}Feni - 


CHITTAGONG 


Wan” ie Pe TRACTS. 
t 4) 


© # Dhe rainfall at B which is yer 3 
\ ra a tea dine) ey mena) Nok reper iw shown here. 





Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


_ Nil 


Nil 





Nil 


Nil 


| 


aoc =~ 


it 


74 





7it 


7it 
7it 
(n) 


Th} 


St 





Prospects of crops are fair. 
wanted. Fodder is sufficient. 


Rain’ is 


Prospects of standing crops are good. 
Fodder is sufficient. 


i 


Prospects of standing crops ai fair. . 
Panga salt is selling at 10 seers and 8 seers 
per rupee at Sadar and Cox’s Bazar, 
respectively. Fodder is sufficient. 


Oaici 


Mustard crop has beev damaged by insects. 
Prospects of standing crops are, fair. 
Fodder is insufficient in Brahmanbaria 
subdivision. 


. Prospects of stunding exops are good. 


der is suflicient, Cattle-disease is 
reported from Feni thana. 


Prospects of standing crops are fair. Har- 


vesting of winter paddy continuas. 
Fodder is sufficient, 
} t+ New. 
YN. Gupta, p 


for Director of rth: eet Bengal. 
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as by the-obvious necessity of maintaining financial equilibrium ; and there are 
entice reforms of which thar execution is precluded by the financial exigencies of 

the municipality. The water-works improvement scheme had to be postponed 
owing to want of funds and the high price of materials. No new drainage 
works involving capital expenditure could be taken up during the year and 
the canal scheme had to be postponed. The outlay on roads in the 
previous year, which was less than half of the amount estimated as necessary 
for their proper upkeep, was reduced by Rs. 3,000. In the year under 
review it was even less, and remetalling bad to be suspended. The 
Municipal Commissioners, however, are not responsible for the reduced 
expenditure. They provided in their budget for a far larger amount, but 
could not work up to the budget provision owing to causes over which they 
had no control, viz., the difficulty of getting metal by rail, from which many 
other local bodies have suffered. The conservancy of the town is defective. | 

- The cleanmg of latrines is admittedly unsatisfactory, while the absence of 
adequate machinery for the prompt removal of scrapings from drains, 
which are allowed to accumulate on the sides of the roads, is a. well-founded « 
cause of complaint. The expenditure on primary education is extremely 

small for a town of the size,of Howrah, viz., Rs. 10,665, or 2°6 per cent of the 
ordinary municipal income. ‘These facts tend to show that the municipality 
is unable, with its existing scale of taxation, to provide fully for its present 
needs, much less to provide for the development and improvement of the 
town on modern lines. 

The Hon'ble Babu Mahendra Nath: Ray continued to be the Chairman, 

- anid the Governor in Council is pleased to obserye the Commissioner's com- 
mendation of the good work done by him. The Chairman himself modestly’ 
remarks that-it is almost impossible for a busy professional man to dis- 
charge the heavy duties. of Chairman to his full satisfaction, and the 
Governor in Council has all the more pleasure in acknowledging the work 
done by him in such time.as he could spare. The License Department was 
reorganized during the year with satisfactory results and a consequent * 
increase of over Rs. 14,000 in the collections. Another improvement was 
the reorganization of the Health Department. In recognition of the sound 
principle that the primary duty of a Health Officer is the prevention of disease, 
and not conservancy work, the Health Officer was plaged in charge solely of 
matters connected with public health, while conservancy was handed over to 
the Municipal Engineer. The Chairman has also in contemplation. other 
—" of reorganizationg which have had to be postponed for want of 
unds. 

18. General remarks.—The district of the 24-Parganas contains nearly 
one-fourth of the municipalities of the Presidency’ and its municipalities are 
typical of the whole number, for some are large jsuburban towns in which a 
standard of administration similar to that of Caleutta is required, others 
are. “ap tages mill towns, others are more like overgrown villages in 
which the conditions are rural rather than urban. The Governor in Council 
‘is pleased to observe that both the Commissioner and the District Magistrate 
agree that their administration shows steady improvement. An interest- 
ing and thoughtful reyiew of the year’s work is given by the District 
Magistrate; who writes: “On the whole, if allowance is made for the difficul- 
ties caused by the war, there has been an advance in the standard of muni- 
cipal administration in most of the important municipalities. Maniktala 
which a short time ago was a byword for party feeling and faction, has 
settled down. Its drainage problem still remains unsolved and its sanitary ; 


condition, therefore, gives rise to much unfavourable-comment. But, generally, ° 


the character of the administration has improved. Cossipore-Chitpur has. 
_ a fairly uneventful year. The financial position needs me 2 care ilar sti 
and the problems of adequate water-supply and proper drainage still await 


solution. Like Maniktala, Cossipore-Chitpur’s problems a sg ) 
__ external conditions. Of the other suburban aastipeitins Gace Reach 
is the best run, and signs of a vigorous administration are visible. Tolly- ° 
s in great the Caloutta Corporation’ 
r a whole year’s water-rate. An effort is now being. made 46 Begin iS 


> gange is in great financial difficulties, being in debt to 


\r 


~ 


é 





right, but there is groat lack of foresight and vigour in the administration. 
The South Suburban. Municipality is surprisingly backward. Further south, 
ae is embarking.on a scheme of improved drainage which is much 
needed. e mill municipalities continue to prosper and the relations 
between the Indian and European Commissioners have been most friendly. 


The other riparian municipalities call for no remark, their poverty prevent 
them from embarking on any ambitious schemes. ; é om 


“Most of the municipalities away from the Hooghly consist of groups of 
rural villages, and the administration generally is feeble. Usually there are 
many more miles of metalled roads than ean be properly maintained and, save 
a latrine service of varying efficiency, almost none of the ordinary conveniences 
of municipal life are available. Drainage almost everywhere is bad, and 
in the few places where a drainage system has been introduced at a consider- 
able cost the results are almost nil. Lighting is poor or non-existent. Un- 
fortunately, too. the administration of many of these municipalities is in the 
hands of Commissioners who are generally non-resident, but who take a great 

*déal of trouble to obtain posts, the duties of which they cannot discharge. In 
other cases the most influential local resident is the successful candidate for 
the post of Chairman and, having obtained it, leaves everything to the Vice- 
Chairman or the office staff, which in too many cases becomes the real local 
executive, with evil results. ” 


Mr. Prentice’ adds—and the Governor in Countil would invite the 
attention of all municipal Commissiners to his remarks—‘ Administrative 
improvement can be easily brought about if only those who aspire to and 
obtain office recognize that office entails work as well as confers dignity and 
that, as trustees for the public, they are bound to see that the public money is 
fairly collected and also spent to the best advantage, that the staff are the 
servants of the public, and not their masters, as is too often the case, that 
the requirements of the law are met and that correspondence is disposed of 
with reasonable despatch. In short, there must be much more attention 


to the detail and drudgery of administration”. 
In Nadia the District Magistrate points out that party spirit, which is 


so frequently decried as an obstacle to progress, is often of,real service as — 


the opposition presses for improvement of the administration. Berhampore 
is undertaking the improvement of its water-supply and drainage systems, 
but want of funds prevents appreciable progress in either direction. A 
recent inspection by the Examiner of Local Accounts shows that the financial 
position of Khulna has gone from bad to worse. 


The Commissioner of Burdwan reports that the municipalities in his Divi- 
sion were fairly well managed with the exception of Burdwan, Hooghly-Chin- 
sura, Serampore and Bansberia. The continued maladministratiop of Burdwan 
and Hooghly-Chinsura has compplled Government to take the extreme 
step of ordering the supersession of the Municipal Commissioners. The 
administration of Serampore wascharacterized by the same grave defects as 
that of Burdwan and Hooghly-Chinsura. Lack of supervision led to the 


accumulation of heavy arrears’ of taxes, serious irregularities, embezzlement _ 
and excessivé outstanding liabilities. The liabilities, as already mentioned, ° 


aggregated Rs. 51,680, or nearly three-fourths of the current demand, while 


the actual’ balance in hand amounted to Rs. 5,619. Bansberia is said to be — 


the worst managed of the small municipalities, and the District Magistrate 
describes its adnfinistration as deplorable. The Governor in Council consi- 
ders it necessary to draw the special attention of the Municipal Commissioners 
of both Serampore and Bansberia to these remarks, and to administer a graye 
warning as to the necessity of reform. _ 

The Commissioner of Rajshahi gives a favourable account of the muni- 


cipalities in his Division, which, with few exceptions, continued to do good, | 


work. The most notable exception is Rampore-Boalia, which, as in previous 


years, suffered from general feebleness and want of enterprise. Natore in the 


same district set an example which the headquarters town might well follow, 
for, in spite of greater difficulties, it was well administ¢gred without friction. 
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Darjeeling kept up its usual high standard ¢ cere of public spirit and for 

pal Commissioners were conspicuous for a keen 

the harmony with which they disposed of business. Reet 
ein sad ets Bengal are generally jejune 

‘The reports on municipalities in Eastern gal a 1 | thomas 
and give no clear and comprehensive conspectus of their wor. a ee 
defeet has characterized their annual reports for some time past, and ; 
Governor in Council suspects that it is due to want of that bag 8 
knowledge which can only be gained from inspections. Mymensingh has 
shown a progressive. spirit, and increased taxation has enabled the Municipal 
Commissioners to take up important improvements. The other munici- 
palities in the Mymensingh District are unprogressive. Some of them show 
a strong tendency to evade their responsibilities, in particular by_trying to 
shift the burden of maintaining municipal roads on to the District Board. 
Comilla has decided to substitute a rate on -holdings for a tax on persons 
with a consequent increase of revenue, and the Municipal Commissioners 
have in view several schemes of improvement. In Noakhali the problems — 
of the Commissioners are complicated by the possibility of the town being 
swept away by the sea. ; 

19. Inspections.—The Governor in Council regrets to observe that none 
of the municipalities in the Chittagong Division were inspected by District 
Magistrates during the year. The record in the Dacca Division is scarcely 
more satisfactory, only 5 out -of 17 municipalities being inspected by 
District Magistrates. On the other hand, there was, with a few exceptionsgno 
neglect of this important duty in North and West Bengal. The Governor in 
Council desires to draw the attention of all District Officers to the need -of 


thorough and regular inspection of the municipalities in their districts. 
20. The names of the following gentlemen have been specially brought to 
the notice of Government by the Commissioners of Divisions on account of the 
work done by them in municipal administration, and the Governor in 


ouncil desires to express his appreciation of their public spirit :— 


Mr. R, F. Lodge, 1.C.8., Chairman, Asansol, 

Mr. M. ©. G. Young, ) Vice-Chairmen, 

Dr. G.L. Johnston,’ } Asansol, 

Mr. G, Crawford, Chairman, Raniganj, 

Dr. Bepin Behari Banarji, Vice-Chairman, 
Ranigan)j. 

Babu Jatindra Nath Banarji, Chairmen, 

Babu Nihar Ranjan Banariji, Dainhat. 

Babu Jnanoda Kinkar Mukharji, Chair- 
man, Suri. 

The Hon'ble Babu Sivnarayan Mukerji, 
Chairman, Uttarpara. 

Mr. John Low, Chairman, Baidyabati. 

Babu Debendra’ Nath .Mukherji, Vice- 
Chairman, Baidyabati. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, 
©.1.8., Chairman, Howrah. 

Babu Jati Prosad Banarji, Chairman, 

* Kotrang. 

Babu Nava Gopal Basu, Vice-Chairman, 
Aram bag. 

Mr. G-E. Prain, Chairman, Bally. 

Mr. J, M. George, Chairman, Naihati. 

Maulvi Saiyid Mafakharer Rahaman, Vice- 
Chairman, Titagarh. 

Rai Shama Charan Bhattacharji, 
Chairman, Bhatpara. 

Mr. W. F. Davie, Chairman, Garden Reach, 

Babu Hem Chandta De, Chairman, Cossi- 
pore-Chitpur, 


Vice- 


Mr. J. M. Cuthbert, Chairman, Baranagar, 

Mr. W. Thomson, Chairman, Titagarh. 

Babu Hari Das Ray Chaudhury, Vice- 
Chairman, Baruipur. ‘ 

Babu Nilmoni Bhattacharji, Vice-Chair- 
man, Berhampore. 

Babu Sachindra Nath Rai, 
Dbulian, 

Raja Bijoy Singh Dudhoria, Chairman, 
Azimganj. 

Babu Hari Das Rai, Chairman, Santipur. 

Babu Upendra Mohan Mitra, Chairman, 
Comilla. 

The Rev. J. Takle, Chairman, Brahman- 
Daria. ‘ - 

Babu Bhabadeb Bhattacharjee Vice- 
Chairman, Brahmanbaria. 

Maalvi Safar Ali, Chairman, Noakhali. 

Maharaja Sir Girija Nath Roy Bahadur, 
K. 0.1. 8., Chairman, Dinajpur. 

Babu Surendra Kumar Sen, . Vice-Chair- 
man, Dinajpur, 

Babu Anukul Chandra Mukherjee, Chair- 
Man, Jalpaiguri. : , 

Rai Dina Nath Biswas Bahadur, Chairma 
Pabna, i 

Babu Surendra Nath Mazumdar, Vice- 
Chairman, Pabna, . 

Dr. B. Seal, Vice-Chairman, Darjeeling, 


Chairman, 


By order of the: Governor in Council, 


L..8. 8. O'MALLEY, - 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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ms oe Female. Toval. = mee Obolers, | 
i ) ee 40 | Berhampore oo 14,802 | 11,841 26,148 - 59 2 1 
ey Al | Morstidebed =. | 6,69 | 6410} 12,669) 81) 1 | om 
/  Murshidabad <} 42 | Ajimganj = | 6,725 | 5,602 | 12,827 7 eae RR 
: MF | 43 | Kandi | 6,212 | 6,426 | 12,638 24 radi (rage 
fe 44 | Jangipur -| 6,498 5,915 | 11,408 QT | cove oo 
Be 45 | Khulna oe 7,983 5,013 | 12,996 Bape 1 
/ Khulna bis J 
. 46 | Satkhira {| "6,802 | 5,100 | 10,902 5 
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47 | Rampur-Boalia —..- 13,057 10,349 28,406 65 2 | 18 
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51 | Rangpur «| 10,509 5,920 16,429 
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5 58 | Mymensingh 18,462 6,391 19,853 
69 | Netrokona 8,018 5,722 18,740 

Pee is || 60 | Jamalpur vee | 11,728 9,381 | 21,109 
Mymonsingh 61 | Sherpur 8516] . 7,075 | 15,691 
62 | Kishoreganj ree 9,508 8518 | 18,026 

63 | Bajitpur — si 5,447 5,386 | 10,833 
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‘ Faridpur inf 65 | Faridpur aed 8,017 5,114 18,131 
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; . a ; 11,996 
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whole the table possesses a relative valae, although the figures for individual towns probably only approximate to the actual in a proportion 
Porated in the yetarns for districts vide Bengal Government, M a t, Order No. 118San., dated the 8th February 1918. 
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a . 
Ress - 
ie off 1 | Burdwan % ww | 786,140 | 1,465,034 | 3,364 88 | (a2 
fy oS Aid i 1 Birbbam w» | $68,688 | 471635 |, 936,473 | 2,796) 141 | 62) 42 
es a 8 | Bankura wa} 584,950 | 547,814 11081464] 2,319] os. 27 
Burdwan 4) 4 | Midnnpore i 1,886,921 | 1,389,476 | 2,776,897 | 5,898) 208 | 131 
’ 5 | Hooghly and Seram- om 484,729 | 966,718 | 2,166 1 12 
pore. ; » ' 
6 | Howrah ss $69,695 | 872,124) 741,719) 1,918 15 | 161 2) 
24-Pargavas | 1,005,789 | 941,802 | 1,947,591 | 4,941 86 | 49) 
: 8 | Nadia ... ee | 782,806 | 772,382 | 1,555,188 | 5,030} 206 68 
‘Presidency ..4| 9 |Murehidabad —...| 639,801 | 657,788 | 1,297,089 | 4,609} 409 | 347] 4. 
10 | Sessore «+ | 901.092) °857,172 | 1,758,264 | 3,653) 271 8 7 
11 || Khulna w« | 695,794 | 647,074 | 1,342,868 4,912} 362 | 390] 5. 
12 "| Rajehahi = 712,249 | 715,082 | 1,467,161 | 4,588 | “440 39 1 
18 | Dinajpur w+ | $80,228 791,690 | 1,671,918 | 4,091 | 270 8| 39 
i 14 | Jalpaiguri $05 482,681 | 408,214 890,895 2,332 224 8x3 | 3. 
\ 15 | Darjeeling w+ | 180,469.) 116,082) 246,545) 617) 47 | us. 4 
Rajebal se 146 Rangpur v+ | 1,244,208 | 1,124,698 | 2,368,901 | 6,317) 585 | 1,161 12 | 
“17 | Bogra... ve | 602.626 | 481,041 | 983.567) 2.734 139 |. 279 8 
P *18 || Paboa... -» | 700,299} 684,296 | 1,884,535 | 3,254! 937, | 144! 44 
Mag [Maida | 479,728} 486,787 1 966,515 3,252| 1983 | 160 5 
20 Dacen... ve | 1,895,861 1,428,114 | 95928,975 11,809! 897 | 507 4 
lag a 21 Mymensingh—... | 2,274,431 2.186.477 | 4,410,908 | 12,841 | 927 | 1,602 5 
|. 22 Paridpur ++ | 1,056,893 | 1,033,517 | 2,089,710 | 8,888 | 429 $8}... 
A} 98° | Bakarganj ver | 1,222,824 | 1,171,618 | 2.894442 | 6.598 | 379 22 1 
a ti s+ | 704,058 | ~775,609 | 1,479,667 4,272 | 9486 ‘240 |... 
a5 ‘| Noakhali -| 645,898 | 656,192 | 1,902,090 | 4,564) 486 | 712] .., 
“26 | Tippera_ sv» | 1,208,642 } 1,168,792 | 2,872,434 | 8,367 | 867 {1,011 6 


‘T} 27 | Chittagong Hill 








REMARKS.—1, | iter ipmcne hao from returns colleéved by the thana police officers and submittél vo thie office by the 


The vital statistics of Municipatitice with 8 population of less tha 10,000 have been 
“43 onth of ‘woe year not being a ie hen bam show tei Se 
np ber agen hone ratios per 1.000 yer atin ba from this statement according 














ded to show the trade by. 
nd sea, of the Caleutta Bloc 
selected ing the months of April to November, 1918; 

ith the corresponding period of 1917 and 1916. The statisti 
piled from returns furnished by the Collector of Customs, ‘ 
~ Audit Offices, Steamer Companies, the Commissioners for the Port of Cale 

the Collectors of the 24-Parganas and Howrah, and the Assistant Ia 
Gaeta Re ae 

Cae General Summary. ree 

ho ad Imports. ports. —Thie im rts of rice, including paddyf, into Calcutta® by rail, river, 
~. eanal, road, and sea location! during the months of April to Novémber, 1918, 




































amounted to 9,314,000 maunds as against 7,849,000 maunds in the correspond- 




















y ing period of the preceding year,—an increase of 19 per cent. There was an 
> “inerease (8 per cent) in the imports of coal and coke (56,328,000 maunds as 
against 52,116,000 maunds last year). ‘The imports by rail, river, road,and 
- sea (coastwise) of Indian cotton piece-goods showed an increase of 51 per cent, — 
the total value amounting to Rs, 3,84,52,000 as against Rs. 2,54,30,000 in 1917. 
_ The quantity of indigo imported during the months of April to November, 1918, — 

- inereased by 900 maunds, or 12 per cent, to 9,000 maunds, The imports of = 
taw jute amounted to 3,512,000 bales as against 2,622,000 bales,—an increase 
of 84 per cont. The importations of gunny bags also showed an increase 
of 16 per cent (323 million bags as against 277 millions ‘in the preceding year): _ 

~The total imports of bilesede (linasod and rape and mustard seed) increased 
by 64 per cent from 38,122,000 maunds to 5,115,000 maunds. The ~ 
imports of tea increased by 8 per cent from 2,304,000 maunds to 2,374,000 
sapety: 3 and those of sugar by 2 per cent from 426,000 maunds to 436,000 
maunds. 


—The exports of cotton piecegoods, foreign, from Calcutta* by 

all routes during the months of April to November, 1918, decreased by 9 per 

cent (Rs, 15,03,38,000 as against Rs. 16,64,14,000 last year). The exports 

of gunny (including the exports by sea to foreign countries) decreased _ 

from 938 million bags to 924 million bags, but the shipments of gunny bags to ~~ 
other Indian ports increased from 13 million to 25 millions in number in the 

period under review. The quantity of kerosene oil despatched from Calcutta 
_ and Budge-Budge by internal routes and by sea (coastwise) decreased from 
8,788,000 maunds to 3,266,000 maunds,or by 14 per cent. att 
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© "Phe Caloutta block consists of thetown of Calcutta with Howrah and Kidde ~ 
——-_ $One manud of paddy is equivalent to 26 sors of rice. peak paid Eistowore rca 
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wrens | 
| 69,012 45,501 
| 719 11,976 
2 27 
312 
oe 450 181 
whteee 2.380 1,678 
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ite 799 | svete 
othe ress pe 

16 87,691 | srvve 
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11)459. | ~ sacwe 

28 19)726 | save 

oan 8,649 nat 

47,103 | 3,856,800 |... 

19,875 |. .7,76:221) | sveow 
eesene eegeee au 
201,601 | 3,4,69,980 9,182 
220,004 |/2,68,88,008 211 

‘ 
242,416 | 2,74,16,779 17,008 
— 
Tospacco 
Tea, / 

Indian UVomanu- | Manufao- 

factured tured 

SIGE SERA Ree 

Mds Dds Mads 
2,202 | 1,064 8,088 
1,005,902 «273,921 222 
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287,800 | verse salle 
3,889 25,635 4,631 
6 34,746 7 

232,696 | see eee weds 
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oon 49 od 
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he ye at el 1,061 187 * 5,06,916 

ee aes » 4,032 16,416 12,65,839 
(ee 81,867 “16,416 14,42,86,081 
* 2: ie / , 
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= AW 72,798 92,289 16,22,84,281 
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Bihar nw OrtMe | sow | seven Py Hg 9,290} csoree 2,897 4809 | Oo | 
Bombay “s 41987) | severe heey he eee: (aro ae (een 418,607 wt ai 
Madras ° ow 203,164 2,700 268,723 4,030 8,722 
Burrs, 8,631 erie 4,681 | 49,896 216,808 | 211,722) 14,678 46,644 486,789 
Totnl a . waa __216,08 ~_a107 16,104 86,392 | — 9,76,761 
To Foreign coun: ~ ‘ ‘ 
trloe— 
United Kingdom) — «..... Perse Gacy aaree isis 949,088 | ese saad pee 


Other countries | 2 625,633 |, 
Total “ 3,696,633 ween 2,696,033 616,048 0,068 666,741 6,662 


2,625,538 | ~ 616,648 06,063 317 653 5,662 


714 bi6 
7,174 51,616 










































1916 | 8,290,096 2,700 | 2,962,020 | 666,000) 973,578 834,338 | 41,816 | 6,050,730; 9,654,187 62,566 |  10.28,376 
yore WOT ay 609,464 120 692,589 | 90,87 643,730 66,419 | 35,865.) 2,285,010 | 10,799,618 34,344 | 82,650 | 19,833,139 
1916 en | 1,182,108 06 | 1,199,166 | 101,016 200,39) 518,98¢ | 64.989 | 9,018,139 | 24,563,801 | 60,630 | 63,338 | 6,092,834 
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. OF BENGAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


Chivatile wn the @ircutar nad f sorts Dandie 
- the cy Rael #adarieay: tie Bbith Janeany! seen, oc compared 
MR ie eorrmenanding WEG 61 te previpus your. 






































Ms sere,” WEEK EXDING SATURDAY, THE WEEK RNDIXG Sa h 
fe 4) 4 oe as ee & Se Faxcany i. — 
| umber ‘ot | Welghtot” | 
pee | | mee | eee | sate | one 
. \ | . | = 
S. | Mde. Re. | Mids Re 
Rice and paddy... fe) 1,906 | 271,995 | 4,688 | 499 | 361,261 | 2,582 
Jute nae ae) ¢ 68 | 40,5099 438 | 116 | 65,225+ ‘216 
Firewood as me |e. 6M). 40,885 613 | 56 | 25,525 394 
Other articles»... se | 768 207,286 2,705 | 793 | 176,889 2,300 
Total ws! 4066 560,195 | Bata |. 1464 | 426,900 
Empty boate and rafts” ao 783 | see 1,983 | 450 ove 
Guanp ToraL “as | 2,849 | 560,195 | 10,377 | -1,914'| 428,900 
j < \ : 
* Weight by caus! measnrement ee aes 
+ Ditto ditto ove oes aco 76,162, 
CALCUTTA, ; F. A, A. COWLEY, 
* Whe 28th January 1919. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


Senioemmint of weekly gauge-readings on the river Ganges at Rampur- 
Boalia for the week ending the 25th January 1919. 























| eight of surf | 
bik | tome, | eerrecceaag, | Bagawetremwed | sence | aa 
re. oer: | tor Sbeee below soe lovel level on the same pa 
} enre. ss dute last year, 
1919. | ‘ | 
19th Jen, | San. |} 2% ¢ 35°60 38°68 = |.By M. on College step 
20th =, we ton” 35 | & 35°65 38°63 63°42. 
BU ee SANIT Ya 35°60 | 38°58 
Zod, vw | BC. a 8550 | 38:48 
23rd, vt BN CFs 3545 | 38°43 
24th =, | S35 £22 85°40 38°33 
Ith, cal Bs & lL  B5-40 | 3823 
| | 
: —_— 
; Value according 
Value according to to new valne 
old gauge. of og 
The previous year pT ge send water-level ... 66°52 on 80th August 1918 ve 60°20 
Ditto . Lowes n we» 41°70 on 24et April 1918 ae © 5 BB 
‘Record... ee = ws ” in Oe on 26th August 1879 oe 62°98 
Do. oe ws Ditto i . 69°08 on 9th September 1885 we 62°96 
Do. ms w+ Ditto ” w=» 68°8C on 26th August 1906 = 61°98 
. Do. wn «. Ditto ye = 68°21 on 26th Angnst 1890 «. 6189 
; Dox, se ‘ w- Lowest ” «. 87°68 on 25th April 1684 bee $131 
Do, oe ios DRO > on ww» 88°18 on J4th-1lbth April 1885 os 8181 
Z Do. oo ww. Ditto “9 ves 89°02 on 21st-220d April 1897 o> 32°70 
Do.) ace «=. Ditto " wee 89°28 on 6th-7th May 1906 we 32°96 
; Syst oto or araa arabica a 
iY a 4 : » 
Bey er Oa ae 8. ©. Babrracsaname, 


The 26th January 1919. _ gtor Executive Engineér, Rajshahi Divn. 


a 





Statentent aa aes the 








Notable highs var” low snetunboudts of previous years. 


Dawd. Att aoe atc 
ay | ‘Time. 
edhe y 1919, 0% | 
12th Jan.’ 53°25 7-0 am. 
13th ,, | 680 | 820 
14th ,, | 52°8 | 9-10 4, 
15th ,, | 52°68 | 10-10, , 
yy 16th . | 526 {11-20 ,, 
Ro 17th, | 6984 | 12-15 ew. 
‘ 18th ,, | 523 | 1-80 4 
i 
27th Augnat 1906 
: ) bth September | 1909 
, y 10th August 1910 
t ” isl 
« 18th ” 1912 
' Blat ” 1915 
- 18th ar 1016 
; ith 6, 1917 
2trd February 1907 
18th ” 1908 
an 
22nd Febrnary 1915 
1th ,, 1916 
8rd March 1017 
Dacca, 
The 28rd January 1919. 


AT 410 R8T tah adits 





53°25 | tide mek esa. 

53° 1-B0 4 620, 62°88 erie 4 A.M. aad flow 
boos | 295 | 524 | 205 | Mutesietann ts ma ton 
see | 340, | S225) 826 | MS ee 
pea [ono | ore | oe, alae arae poe 
bud 6-20. AM. ho"D 52°5 ger Mare? at 6-45 P.M. vents 
630 | 7-0 62°3 52°65 | Rion ea Ae aad ebb 


for Hxeculive Engr., River Improvements, Dacca, 


ings at Dacca 
is ag eh for the wook ending the 16th January ! 
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AT LOWRBT WATBR. 





12-45 pm.) 





B31 





ie. 








we 10% 
«. 67°86 
. 69°86 
46 \raken at high tide. . 


.. 506 ‘}akon at low tide. - 
we BOB 
w- 506 | 
. 610 ) 
J. K. BHATTACHARYYA, 


Statement of weokly gauge-readings on the rivers Ganges and 
Brahmaputra at Goalundo for the week ending 18th January 





: 1919, 
* 
Holght of Height of | Height of surtase | > 
th atid Gate. Hour. surface above face above a TmeRD BOM. | 
Month an our. ne below reco ot our nee ae on devel on sane | Remarks. 
| 1919. 
12th Jan. 7 Am. v1 7 8:1 | Zero ix placed at mean sea-level. 
16th, 1 Ser q } 71 81 | The bench-mark for the gauge is on 
14th ,, Y BAe 70 70 82 | pucea pillar between the passenger 
sri z * 4 1 4 83 ,_ gbat and Chandpur ghat. 
” ” 4 ty ] 84 Its reduced level 41, 
" ith” wien 70 | 7“ a4 ced level is@2” 
18th cones 725} 72 | 83 | 
, DN GE RRA leeds leah awe c. Seeariae 
ik: . The mati year wee ieee water-level... 26° on Ist September 1918 
a ny wes " cai 
‘ ord (HEY. q aahaanies 2 ’ 68 on 9th March 1918, 
Te 3 oe see est "i ws 2d° 
Suet ae (average east) ae ' 26°76 on 28th August 1906, 
ng ‘iy . 7 mace Kee at Bd Ditto A + 26°74 on 20th and Qt5t Angust 1895. 
yes and Ganges) *.., «+ Ditto in vss gt ‘vd Bei to I7thand Sist August 1889 and ep 
Me Record (H.F. in Brahmaputra’ Sor Sergetter tee, 
i a only) we, +» Ditto ” +» 25°66 on Bist July 1900. 
a Re is t ie «+ 10 on 8th Febraary 1914. ‘ ‘ 
an Do, on «Ditto + 2-42 on 13th Marefi 1908, 
We Do, a ws) Ditto 5 pa 7“? 2ist vo 24th February and 8th to 9th March 
ie ; De. Ne a ~~ Ditto » «+ $16 on 9th to Uth March 1885. 
if Do. sas ve Ditto > + $16 on 16th, Lith and 29th to Bist March 1901. . 
bt eee iv TREN et “Seog tubeapectiin ss wANaemmmnnas” cans shay cas * ‘ 
P s J oe) ‘ 


rea ia - Parrppur, 
. 1s Pha bee 1919, 











for Bibdivisionat Officer, P. W. D., ‘fie 
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| Bob tide at 780" AM. ‘bail flow 









9 Atm 








Ss oo a peers RR 
4i : Sntereiey, the 25th Tantery shige 









‘ 





cy | Nemes of AeGioles. i 
xe hy RP Basan Al : peed _From— | To— 





HOLESALE PRICE PER 
MAUND, a) 




















Rice— . Re. 4. P| Rs. A. P. 
Balam, coarse 6: 4). 0.) °R? SSO 
» medium 61070) .% 0:0 
Patnai, Coarse 228 © Sa RS 
» medium 6.00! 6 Y O 
Nagra, coarse 541-0 ).6 4-0 
» medium 6.0.0) 6°90 
Duadhkalma 6: 4056 80 
Rangoon Boiled Fiat Wiitaee Ee in tobias 
Kajla Poaecd, 01 35. B 
Wheat, Dudhia ,. 712 0) 8 0.0 
Jamali ee Yas. See. | Mie aes 
Gram, Patnai’ Sone ag CRO Te BO 
dal. 4 8400 1-8 8 lO 
Mung iG G2 81 a BRAN 113 0: 0/18 4 0 
rh is seein) 118 8 0/14 °0 40 
Arhar ,, 8 8 0/10 0 0 
Masur ,, eens. Pepe, Of} §: 12 “9 
ah Nag ichapri) i tO Oi) 7° S76 
Kalai ,, T 12:°0:.0 ) 12° 0° @ 
Salt gt abe as eee a 
Sugar (brown Java) oS ml i auto 
Gur, Bheli a §-3° 01°? O®@ 
oi ERTIMU TIAN foe erm onal yon Te Mepgtige ls NL he 28 6 og 
Milk 9-0 0 | HL. O20 
Mustard oil 28 8 0131 O 0}. 
ee Seven ey) 9-8 0)'.11 0 
Atta ihe Ie 3 Pea 
oe cals 24 ars Hat | Be ' f 
po Use iss 3 OD REO TP desc 
Suji aie We: Os ae 
Ghee (Bhadwa, Matki, ete.) ...| 81 0 U0} 82 0 04 
» (Patiram, Kburja, Ruto, | | 76 0 0177 0 Of 
, Etwa, better kind, etc.) | ie 
» (Lalli, Btwa, Sager, ie 7 0'.0/)73 0 0! 
Maize sof Ojlae O28) O FOr 
Potato 312.0) 4 4.03 
Patal Say Rh ee Ngo 
Brinjal 2.3 0; 38 0 4 
Onion ae 2-0). 6 0-0 
Fish, Rahu -16°0 0} 18 0 0 


Mutton (2nd ¢lass) ... 


Beef (2nd and 3rd classes)... | 


Oe a | 


N.B.—This is an abstract of prices of the following markets :— 
Wholesale. —Chetla Hat, Ramkrishuapur Hat, Sealdah Vish and Milk Markets, Posta Bazar. 


Retail.—Sir Stuart Hogg Market, Orphanganj Market, Soba Bazar, Nutun Bazar, Raja 
Babu’s Bazar, Bow Bazar, Kareya Bazar, Taltolla Bazar, Mallick Barer and 


rome Babu's Bazar. 





uted at the Printi Ofice, and blished by the Book Dep6t of thé Bengal 
ig Writers’ Buildings, Ke of Calouts, on the 28th Jenuary 19 1919. 


8. ©. Ray. 


mee, PRICE PER SEER. 


From— Tom ; 
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for President, Advisory Food Committee. 
_ CAaLouTrA, the 28th January 1919. 
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Final Forecast of the Sugarcane Crop of Bengal, 1918-19. 
(Hote,—On an average of the five years ending 1918.17, the area under sugarcane in 


- Bengal has represented some 9°2 per cent. of the total area under sugar. 

eane In British India), 
* Character of the Season.—The crop was planted nnder favourable 
conditions which in spite of abnormal rainfall in. June continued up till July. 
A good deal of damage was done to the crop in Eastern Bengal by floods 
in August and September. The Western districts have in their turn suffered 
severely from the drought which has prevailed since August. The season 
has thus, on the whole, not been a favourable one for sugarcane. 

Acreage.—The area planted is estimated at 218,900 acres against 

207,400 acres last year. ; 


* 
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Outturn.—Front the appendix attached to the report it will be seen that. _ 
only four districts, namely Rangpur, Malda, Chittagong and Noakhali. report _ 
a crop between 90 and 100 per cent., thirteen districts a crop between 75 and e 
= P ea cent, and eight districts between 68 and 75 per cent. The districts 

u 





, rshidabad and Darjeeling report crops as low as 58 and 46 per cent. 
een. of the normal. — or ; 
Bey: According to the estimates of the District Officers, the average outturn 
ae ‘of the crop for the Province works out at 77 per cent. of the normal against 
Ke. 89 per cent. last year. st eapee 
hae Taking 36 maunds as the normal rate of cane-gur per acre, the gross 
prt outturn for the Province is estimated at 4,458,100 ewts. against 4,814,300 
bs - ewts. last year. eee 


_ Other sources of gur.—The total quantity of gur likely to be obtained 
this year from date-palm juice is estimated at 1,954,800 cwts. and from 
palmyra-palm juice 1,400 cwts. against 2,022,400 cwts. and 1,400 ewts. 
respectively last year. : 


_ The total quantity of gur in the Province from all sources this year 
is thus estimated at 6,414,300 ewts. against 6,838,100 ewts. last year. 


8S. MILLIGAN, 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

Dacca, ‘ 
The 80th January 1919. , : 
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5,100 
tam 5,500 

| 
3,600} 3,200 
3,900/ 2,800, 
1,500 | _ 1,400 
25.800 18.000 
9,000 | 11,000 

| 

ee 
< 16,000 | 11,500 

3,000 | 3,000 | - 

7,200 | 6200 
8,600} 5,100 
18,000,| 12,100 

' 
96,009 99,300 
5,300 | 3,800 

/ 

100 
20,600 | 11,000 
20,000 | 4,100 
10,000 | 10,000 





aN APPENDIX: I. 
_Final Foreouat of thé Sugarcane Grop of Bonde! 118-19 
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Begining of Decem- 
ber, Normal, 


\ 
December. Nor- 
mal, 


Jaugipur ; Novem- 
ber, Normal. 
Eiséwhere not 
begun yet. 


December. Normal, 


End of September. 
Normal. 


' 
Not yet begun. 


Not commenced yet 


Ditto oy 


December. Normal) 


Not commenced yet 


Ditto we 
Middle of Novem- 
ber Normal, 


January to March, 
Normal. 


Middle of Novem- 
ber. Normal. 


* 





The increage in area compared with last year was 
dne to favourable weather at ting time. 
Since October the weather > ye wee were pot 


favourable and the growth of ote wee 
retarded thereby. war 
The increasoin area ix duo to high ‘of sugar, 


The weather was favourable but some damage 
was done by drought in the Ranaghat subdivision. 
The outturn ix much below the normal owing to 
heavy rato during the period of phoney 


The decrease in area as compared with last 

was dae to want of tras ber at the time of p! 

The weather has not been favourable owing to 
waut of rain which bas injured the crop by about 
43 per cent, 


The weather has not been favourable, The 
outtarn bas fallen below the normal owing to 
drought, 


=u decrease iu area was due to drought at the thne 
lanting. The weather has not been favoar- 
Sh The outturn ts expected to be below the 
normal for waut of timely rain. 


The Lnoreave in area as compared with last 
was duc to favourable weather at pleahing ulm. 
Since the submission of the second forecast the 
weather has not been favourable as the orop 
suffered for want of rain, The drought has 
affected both the growth and outturn of the crop. 


The weather hea not been favourable. Tho 
drought bas caused damage to the oxtent of about 
25 per cent, 


‘The weather hag not teen favourable. About 96 
per cent, of the crop has been injured by drought, 


The weather has not been favourable for want of 


rain, , 


The weather has not been favourable owing to 
want of rain which bas cansed some damage, 


The weather has not been favourable. About 29 
percent, of the crop tw reported to have been 
damaged by drought. 


The weather has beon fair. The flood in Augast 
and September caused some injury to the crop 


The weather has not been bet The exces- 
aive rainfall in August and September and flood in 
August affected the crop to some extent, ~ 


Since October the weather haw been favourable. 
The drought at pian’ me peed and heavy rainfall 





in Mex out or cansed the outturn to fall 
below the. 
The fucessant rain at plant! drought 
later on ore hes eee te iat ety our tt ne 
cent, 


Owing to excessive rain in June, July and a 
to t subsequently ante not 
fective wall taeire tater’ te aoltimates. 
; 
High- flood and want of rain since 
Doueatheine injured the crop, 
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| A | DISTRICT REPORTS ON WEATHER AND CROPS. : 


For the week ending on the 30th January 1919. 


Summary.—Light rain fell in the northern and western districts, Mlsewhere there 
®.. practically no rain, The rain has facilitated the ploughing of fields for autumn crops 
and has benefited the standing crops generally. Pressing of sugarcane and harvesting 
of potatoes and early oilseeds are progressing. ‘lhe average price of common rice for the 
province has risen about ll4 ‘per cent. as compared with that of the previous week. 



























PHICH OF COMMON RICE, IN 
BURKS, PER KUPRE, 


This week, Previous week, 


Oharacter of the weather, condition of cropm, ete, 


















| | 
x Inehes |. | 
1 24-PARGANAS | 0°06 Th 7+ | Harvesting of rabi crops and sugarcane 
; continues. Fodder aud water are suffi- 
Diamond}. 02% 4 |: 1 {-cient. 
Harbour, ! 
Barrackpore | Nil. 64 64+ | 
| Barasat: ... 1 0°30 -8 8 
Basirhat ...| Nil 9 9 
2 | NADIA yf? O18 68 7t Weather cloudy. More rain is wanted. 
Lands are being prepared for bhadot 
|Kushtia ...| 0°02 7% 73 paddy, Prospects of standing crops are 
|Meherpur ...| 9 15 7 7 not favourable. Fodder supply is suffi- . 
Chuadanga... | 0°04 7 7+ cient. 
Ragaghat ...| 040 68 63 
\ | MURSHEIDABAD) 0°52 7 7 Weather cool and cloudy with occassional 
showers. The recent rain has improved 
Lalbagh ...} 1°29 7 7 the prospects of sugarcane and rabi 
Jangipur ...| 089 74 (7) crops, but some harm is apprehended to 
Kandi oo | 0°82 (fe 8” peas and gram. Hiirvesting of aman 
paddy is almost finished, Fodder is 
sufficient. 
4 | JESSORE §..; 0°02 8 8 Weather cloudy. Harvesting of aman 
paddy is finished. Lands are being 
Jhenidah .2.| 0°32 9- y prepared for jute and aus paddy, Pros- 
Magura (n) 9 9 cts of standing crops are poor. 
(n) 9 ae ‘odder is sufficient. 
O16 | -8y5 a 





Harvesting of winter paddy is still going 
on. Fodder and water are sufficient. 


a 





Nil | i eee 








. 
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PICK OF COMMON KIOR, LX 
BERS, PRK ROPER, 


This week. | Previons week, | 
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aa 
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; crops have been benefited by the recent 

f Asansol ...] 1°76 "6? 6}. rain. Condition of sugarcane is poor, 
Katwa vs | O85 7 6% |) Export of rice continues. 

om Kalna ws | (mn) (n) 74 

; 7 um ...} L07 7 7 Weather cool and cloudy. ~The recent 

a aioe rain has benefited the standing crops, 
i Rampurhat O56 7 7 Fodder and water are sufficient, —* 

' 8 | BANKURA ...| 274 7 74 | Cutting of sugarcane began early owing 

a to drought, but is now suspended owing 

‘Vishnupur...) 0°82 74 74 to recent rain, Standi rahi crops 

Y have been much benefited by the recent 

rainfall, The price of rice rose at Sadar 

as less rice came to market. Prospects — 

of fodder crops have itmproved, but the 

price of straw continues dear. Water 

supply has been greatly improved by 

: the rain. Distress is apprehended owing 

r to partial failure of winter paddy, but 

stocks of rice are sufficient. No abnor- 

mal export orimport. There are éarly. 

indications of distress, There has been 

more emigration of labouring classes. 

Preliminary measures for relief arrange- 

ments for fakavi and agricultural loans 

are being taken. Some. gratuitous te- 

lief from private fands is being given. 

Collection of land improvetnent and 

agricultural loans has been suspended. 

9 | MIDNAPORE 0°60 74 8 Fodder supply is sufficient. Harvesting 

of winter is nearly completed. Pros- 
Ghatal =... O12 74 8 pects of sugarcane are fair, but those of 
Tamluk  ..| 1°65 74 74 rape and mustard are not good. 

| Contai ut a eae oF 9} 

lO | HooguLy .. 0:30 7 7 Effects of weather-on the growth of the 
’ crops are good. Fodder is sufficient. 
Serampore ...|  ('24 6 6 
Arambagh ...| 0°78 74 8 
! 

. ‘ll |Howran ...) 008 | 6t 63 | Weather cloudy and warm. Threshing of 
\ 3 f aman paddy and harvesting of sugat- 
Ulabaria ...) Nil 6h 64 cane continue. Condition of rabi crop* 
a : is fair. Fodder is sufficient. 

12] Ragsnant r16 7 74 | Prospects of standing crops- are~ good 
ihe (RAMPUR- owing to recent rainfall. Fodder is 
wy secon wan : a pics More rice than usual is seins 
i? nh exported to up-countr Godagari. 
bed Nator i. | O70 it (n) ees ™ ER a . 
Be 18.| Duvaspun s..| 016 | 7}R Ry Condition of rabi crops is fair. Harvest 
Penh ns Te ing of sugarcane a stard is goi 
ae "Thakurgaon O85 9 9 on ; vv ste wan a ” 
foe? Balurghat ...5 059 8y 8% ‘ : fy 

Pe ath, eet ey (4) Not reported. BE CG 
ie my ae nha a i rl 
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of food-grains, Salt, ete., In tho undormontionod marts of 
_ Bengal for the first-half of January 1919. 
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, OF ‘BENeAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


9 netnon of thaltie ow the Ciroular and Eastern Oanals for 
the Mae pied tailors ce tat February 1919, as compared 
‘with the corresponding woek bf the previous year. 
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_ Naturovof Oargo, | 





Rice and paddy 
Jute ap 
Firewood oop ae 
Other articles ove ie 


Total don't 


Empty boats and rafts 


Gpranp Torar 



































| We 
on cogens Sectunek, Sith f W"SSap Paabuanr ke 
' Number of — Weight of : Ve Sa iodine i ad 
boats} enrgo. |” Tele, | MO tes 
|. Made. Re. {) alli, | ai 
i 1 
986 | 194,604 2,852 | 727 | 241,976 a, 980 
61 | 26,6939 | 9% 165 | 118.667+| 1.256 
22 6,700 70 110. 54,800 | 882 
814 | 194,522 | 2,341 922 | 221,847. | 2,649 
SS | SSE, orn | wereot sitpoasiati tpapepeiceeneniceafisneesy 
1,888 (422,519 | 5,639 —*+1,924 681,790 8,717 
ts AE bes az) oa 1,218 
1,883 | 422,619 6,589, 2.841 "631,790 9,980 
SE Se ee ware lt eae? ie 
© Weight by caual measurement os fee 82,199; 
"tT Ditto ditto ~ aon, | an 


Y CALCUTTA, 


G0 4th Febrivary 1919. 


121,612 


_ GJ. St. C. SEDGLEY, 
Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengat. 


Statement of weekly gauge-readings on the river Ganges at Rampur- 
Boalia for the week ending the Ist February 1919. 











| Height of suriace | 











‘abo’ | Height of surface 
Date. Honr, zero eee evil eae, Font pga Remarks, 
ee em-lerel, date last soar. 
1919. 
26th Jan, ...| Sam. {}) -# 3 ¢ 35°40 38°18 |B. M. on College atep 
Rth: 4, nll’ Bits, | So 35°35 8813 |, 6342. 
28th =, co) Bi ow 1 35°85 38°08 | 
S0the, ', iat & 5, at... 35°85 38°08 
30th =, fds Nive pepo o,* z 85°40 37°98 
Sist soe we £32 BO°45 37°93 j 
at Fa 8 3 35°45 37°R8 
{i [Pair etc SAN am Bet aa : 
‘ Value uccording 
Value according to to new value 
old gange. of 7 oe 
The previons yekr  ... Highest water-level .., 66°52 on 80th August 1918 wae 60°20 
Dit w- Lowest ‘ we» 41°70 on 238t April 1918 -» 8638 
Record ... po hest aA w+ 69°26 on 26th August 1879 we O208 
Do. ~ he to ' ++» 69°08 on. Oth September 1884 ooo. O26 
Do. a «- Ditto + .» 68°30 on 26th August 1 -. 6098 
- DO, -s. .. | Ditto +. 68°21 on 26th Angust 1890 aren 
‘ Og freak Lowest it * 87°69 on 26th April 1884 3131 
Do. “ aw. Ditto * 88: 18 on 34th-1bth April 1885 Br8) 
Maen cen i Ditto : " 89-02 on 2ist-22nd April 1497 i. 8270 
*y De. we Ditto “ vee 39°28 On Gth-7th May 1908 = 92-96, 
‘ “yh AThe gauge-readings spor? from the Ist Angust 1887, 
Boauta, He: M. SEN Gupta, “9 
4 S ‘ iy * P . 
The Ist February 1919. - Executive Enginser, Rajshahi Divn. 
+, Sone 7 ag com ie e . 
f 











The 29th January 1919. for Maxecutive ‘daar River Improvements, Dacca 


Statement of weekly gauge-reattings on the rivers Ganges and 
Brahmaputra at Goalundo for the woek ending 25th January 
1919, 


——]—$—$—$—$ ees 


Hoigttot Height of surfave 
“ ! surface above Height of above -s 
Month and date, Hone, or below xoro of Feelonyace ey | devel om eaine oe Remarks, 
wage, = date fast year. 
f oe \ ia 
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1919, 
19th Jan, 7AM 738. 73 ‘2 | Zero is placed at mean sea-level, 
20th ., | » Neal | v4 | 74 80 | The bench-mark for the gauge is on 
Qlat 5, wa 7 | 74 76 , & pucca pillar between the passenger 
22nd. ,, | M » ; . His Ae on and Chandpar ghitt. 
28rd : is. 0 | Its red 
ee n : n an | ° “hd iced level ig 22°41, 
26th ” | 7 ” | 68 | 68 69 
4 
The previous year «+ Highest water-level .... 25°29 on tet « Seeder whe. aS 
Ditto ae ” us 
; i A Heshmaita Lowest 59 on Sth Mareh 1918. 
and Ga a re ae Highest » +» 26°7h-on 28th August 1906, 
Rag Re od pm nel ne Ditto = +» 26°74 on 20th and ist Angust 1898. 
nd Ganges) as =) Dito “ + 2666 on 1th to 17th and Blet Augast.1889 and on 
Record (HLF. in Brahmaputra —— ria 
only) Ms ww _ Ditto 2 w» 2466 on Bist July 1900. ' 
Do. | » RR «Lowest y ow WO 1914, : 
~~ De, ove » Ditto » es 243 on 34th March 1908, 
Do, on «=. Ditto ” oe 7 — ist to 2th February and 8th to Mth i 
(DO on «Ditto ” vee bis on Sth to Lith March 1885. 
Do. i es we Ditto is  8°18-0n 16th, 17th and 29th to te atat March tn 
Rect x Regen lene cent i ot ta \ is 
Farippun, : “DR, C. Sen Gupra, iG 
The29th January 1919. for Subdivisional Officer, P. W. D,, a ad : 
3 
it i i ah by he oak Dep af he Dug Sa, 
senanes at ce ig the ape fees of the Bo aoe 
“ir in the the. bth haart 
Fe 
v + eg! ape 7 hy hae . 
eas 8 ne) tog “i ene Sea acne ‘ 
uae es tance hat tae » 
rine | : 





{ 
| 
r019. | - kon | Plow ncaa and ebb 
“19th Jan, 42°28 2-0 P.M. 53°18 | 7-35 am. 6214 | "tide ab 2630 Pa 
* 90th ., | be24] 225 . | 583 | BRO , 63:0 | 53°68, See se eke 
gut 5, | 622 | B15 53°0 | $0, 52°0 526 “Mow gat ‘e38 at and ab Rei 
22nd ,, | 522 | 40 , 528 110-0, 51°88 | 525 Taare 
Wed ,, | 5e22| +40 ,, | i26 1-16) | SUT | 628 I eer 
24th, | 523° | SHO ,, 525 | 12-20 rm. | 5162) 522 | Flow tide at 12-36 noon and bh ‘ 
25th ,, | 522 6-30 am. |} 624 | 1-80 iy 515 2. || Sie en ee mee, 
eae Feet) Uae ‘ Y eae | be ger ee I 
Notable high and ow water-levels of previous years. 
27th August 1906, * me 70% 
Sth September 1909 vee oes se we O786 
10th Angust 1910 ves se ona oe 8986 
uth” I? a, hs sara PTakem at high tie, 
ist. a9 6 mee ws 69°7 ;* 3 
18th ” 1916 one ove ae a» §=689 
12th 917. os ssa ae ATL | 
2ard February WT ose ons v» 506) 
181 1908... he Fe we 5106 | @. 
1th Mareh 1912 be ss we 61°06 | 
1914+... 3 ste . 50% }Taken at low tide, we 
sch pobruary mh = zs 508 
1916. sah “as B06 | 
ed March 1917 oe - wae ove 30, ) P 
Dacca, . K. BHATTACHARYYA, 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 








Final Report on the Cotton Crops of Bengal, 1918-19. 


(Hote, On an average of the five yoars ending 1916.17, the area under the Cotten 
Crops in Bengal hae represented some O°3, per cent, of the total area under 
Cotton in India.) 


Tue “ early” crop is chiefly grown in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and in 
the State of Hill Tippera and to a small extent in other districts, The 
‘‘late”’ crop is unimportant and is mainly grown in Bankura and Midnapore. 

Character of the Season.—Since the issue of thethird forecast, the 
~ continued drought has further affected the outturn in Bankura and in parts 
of the Hill Tippera State. In the Chittagong Hill Tracts, however, the 
weather has not been unfavourable for the early crop. In the few other 
districts growing cotton, a fair outturn is expected. 

Area sown.—The total area sown with the early crop is returned at 
70,786 acres and that with the late crop 2,203 acres against 69,130 and 
2,100 acres, respectively, in the corresponding forecast of last year. 

Outturn.—The estimated outturn of the early crop is returned at 30,908 
bales this year against 17,786 bales in the corresponding forecast of last 
year. The outturn of the late crop is estimated at 737 bales this year 
against 1,068 bales for last year. 

i S. MILLIGAN, 

oe ay Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 
Dacoay . =:/ : 
The 3rd February 1919. ¥ 


) 


a ‘ & ~* 
te See 3% - 
SFA itt) 


463i (OME 


“8! i - tage : iu 
Pad Ps ad 

; ba 4 
% Cos 4 
ean.) S ches. { dF a; ha 


, - ? 


1,008 

















Harvesting of rabi crops and silgeenne te. at 
eis aie continues. Fodder and water are ed 
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fh Weather cloudy. Lands are ether pre- 
pared for bhadoi paddy. Mite Bs of 
standing crops are not favourable. | 


Fodder supply is sufficient, 
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Weather elondy. The recent rain has 


mproved the prospects of sugarcane and 
go butsome harm is apprehended — 
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Weather cloady. The ptanding 
have been benefited by the seceiik tale 
Ploughing of land, threshing of Seley: 
aud harvesting of potatoes are going on. 
Conditian of sugarcane is porn cise 
of rice continues. Sia 
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| Weather cold and cloudy. ‘The standing 
| crops are doing well. Fodder and water 
are suflicient. 


| The prospects of bide crops and sugarcane 

are fair. The supply of fodder is sufli- 

cient, but the price of straw continues 

| dear. Stocks of rice are sufficient. No 
abnormal export or import. Immigra- 
tion of labourers continues. Preli- 
minary enquiries for advancing loans 
are being made. Gratuitous relief from 
private funds has been given. The 

* District Board has apen works in 
Taldangra thana, Number. of people 
employed on these works on the 4th 
instant was 231 men, 148 women and 
21 children-—total 400. 


Fodder supply is sufficient. Prospects of 
rape and mustard are not good. bees 
ing of sugarcane is going on. 
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crops are good. Fodder is See 


Weather wiondy; Threshing of aad 
paddy and harvesting of sugarcane con- 


tinue, The standing are- ti 
well. Fodder is suet ee 


pois “gy of standi al 
to recent — ing: coves usr is 
suf ent. Lands are being prepared’ for 


Ste Se ne "be: 
Conditi is fair 
ree 



















pie ; ie ’ 
HEN een 
V PNY momen ich BR 4 


8 | Prospects of standing rabi crops are fa 
Panga salt is selling at 10 seers and 
10 8 seers per rupee at Sadar and Cox's 


Bazar, respectively. Fodder is sufficient. 
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8 Prospects of standing crops are not 
satisfactory in the Brahmanbaria sub- 

ay division where fodder supply: also is in- 
’ suflicient. vs 5 Ys 
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\" -° Potato + ee se be ee, NG AB 1S 0 1 6 o.2° 9 
ae Patal - fig * tein eee weer nel oetere weeeee seeeee 
Hy  Brinjal : ¥ ee ae 2 4 0 ' 3 0 0 1 6 ‘ 0 2 6 
ee een era od 
v gaan alede a § oe fF - 0 ; 4 0 % N ‘ lay 
Mat nd , 08 0 | 610 0 oie 
i pee 3rd 030), 0 4.0 


Me ao i Pe 


Orphangas} Market, Sobhe Basar, Nutan Dust, Haj 
: egmactipiie ie at me nara aa me 














| 
2nd Feb. * 3 3545 37°88 = s«B, -M. on College atop 
ard & 35°50 87°78 | 63-42. 
4th 23 35°60 3778 
5th 3 : 35 80 3773 
6th Bas. 36°25 8773. | 
7th . 22 87:00 | 37°68 } 
8th sas f are8 | 
el O_O nd 
’ Value according 
Value according to to new value 
old gauge. of o 
; 42. 
The previous Fear awe Highest water-level ... 66°5t1 on 30th Auguet 1918 oe = 6020 
Ditto «- Lowest * eee 41°70 on 21st April 1918 ‘.e0 «= BBB 
Record... eo» Highest » we 69°25 on Wth Auguet 1879 we = 62-98 
Do, ‘con we Ditto Pe +» 69°08 on 9th September 1885 «ws 62°76 
Dov ae +» Ditto * vo» GRBC on Vorb August 1906 we 61°98 
Do. ne . Ditto aif «+» 68°21 on 26th August Isv0 Nee 6189 
DO. >< sos + Lowest # we» 87°65.0n 26th April 1884 wo» BIBI 
Do. “ w- Ditto rae « 38°18 on J4th-Lbth April 1888 vo Sisl 
e o “ «. Ditto + oy » 8902 on Qlst-22nd A prfi 1597 aso 82°70 
Do. «. Ditto 4 «+ 89°28 on 6th-7th May 1908 oof 82°96 
"y. ere gauge-readings Rane from the lst August 1887, 
BOALIA, -M. SEN Gupta, 
The 8th February 1919. Executive Engineer, Rajshahi Divn. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


Approximate return of traffic on the Circular and Eastern Canals for 
the week ending Saturday, the 8th February 1919, as agit ad 
with the corresponding week of the previous year. 














| WEEK EXDING SATCRDAY, Tus | WEEK ENDING SATUNDAY, THK 
“ | ST FRORUARY 1919. 9TH FEBRUARY 1916. 
Nature of Cargo. a ee TTY ERE | ot n - - 
bee Neaemes’ Sp. Selina ioe | reper |, Sle 
Me Pe ; | ae Bs’ | | Mds | Re 
*) 
and paddy... vee 1,880} 414, 600689) | 839 267,125 4,448 
bs he at 48 | 22\645° | 270 | 184 116,760' | 1,286 
Firewood ts a 45 | 87275 | 548 90 45,900 | 705 
Other articles 1. = sw. 1,008 | 228,048 2,745 | 807 179,271 | (2,886 
2,926 | 702,463 | 10,453, 1,920. 609,056 | 8,720 
Empty boats and rafts ! 536 | 1,246 











Total . 
Grasp Torar | 2,926 ! 702,468 | 10453 | 2456 | 609,056 9,966 


amet ere Seren: Sg Bay F 
‘ ms i 
or ies Caucurra, Pita! oe Fs G. J. Sv. C. SEDGLEY, 


“the 11th sige 1919. og  Under-Secy. to the Govt.of Bengal. 
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published b the Book Depot of the Bengal 
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© “Tnepeotore of che ne of Excise Pig Salt ef sufficient scientific becom- 
ing i nereasingly available, it ‘seems possible in me arte give eect ‘oth 


¥ va on. 
Pils of statutory natives of Indian the Excise and Salt ayers: 
oat a recruitment.— The os advise, as. * nik the it 
rule for the Excise and peperiony that appointments (with the - 
ible exception of that Oe distillery skort should be made in India 
Ei amongst statutory natives of that country, The Public Services 9) 
Commission approve of thie selection of candidates by nomination, but 
suggest the creation of selection committees to advise the local authorities. 
Tt is suggested that such committees. it consist of three officials and ‘i 
- ¢wo non-officials, including two Indians. ith regard to the educational ; 
qualifications of candidates the Coipmiuéan. recommend that they should 
_ either have taken a university degree or have passed the examination of a 
ls sad standard preseribed by Government for European schools. 
The existing regulations provide that the candidate must be a graduate, 
while in the case of a European candidate he must possess at least the 
recognised school-leaving examination certificate a secondary school for 
Europeans. - 
4. Salaries of superintendents of Excise and Salt—Tho present , 
scale of salaries of Superintendents of Excise and Salt is as follows :— 























opt. BAe Rs, My 
i Ist grade sas ie ve . 7000 month. 

and, ence 

rd, (time scale-of pay) Rs. 250—15—400—35—500. io es 


Phe first two grades are selection gradea, promotion to which does not 
follow i#'a misttor of cote but ix'dependant on merit, ability and: 


aos ubli¢: Services Commis qeanhoinns 
grad Teun the time scale of pay. eg Ke rsa co 
- the scale of Rs. 250—*y'—450—8Y—500 a ma which they have. veers 






iene. for Indian graduates or erntee of the domie ied ‘Sommunity for 
Of cell lepartments. ery, er aes Me ae 
be ‘The other matters dealt ith | in the Combiesiots Pee ae ze 


Sete fl aaa: mig, of io ’ 
it in reg any. 
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RESOLUTION No:'606L.8.-G. 
BP ode saul pe akan Ye ak Byes. 20 Caan 

‘The Reports from the Commissioners of Divisions on the working of District 
Deere Boards in Bengal during the year 1917518, 5 rt lie ‘4 mvt ‘ 


District Boards.—During the year under review five District Boards, or 
one-fifth of the. total number, were given the privilege of electing a Chairman 
from among the non-official members. The districts in question were 
Burdwan, the 24-Parganas, Jessore, Bakarganj and Murshidabad. The 
Murshidabad Board elected the’ non-official Chairman appointed by Govern- 
ment in the previous year, who consequently held office throughout the year. — 
In the other four den cis the Chairmen Prova elected two ant three’ 
months respectively before. the year came to a close. r 

‘phages made after the close of the year showed that the.amount of 
touring in the interior done by some of the non-official Chairmen was small, 
The ‘Obiirniag of the Murshidabad District Board spent only nine days 
on tour during the year, while the Chairmen of the Boards of the 24-Parganas 
and Jessore toured only six and five days, respectively, in the six’ months 
ending in June 1918. It was therefore necessary to remind them that widely 
extended travelling is essential if the work of the Boards is to be satisfactorily, 
carried out, ; : 

2, Local Boards.—The elective system was introduced in the Local 
Boards of the Noakhali district. General elections were held in six districts : 
they failed in 18 thanas owing to the non-attendance of the prescribed 
‘number (10 per cent.) of registered voters. One Local Board election failed 
ber the number of voters presenting themselves before the presiding 
offices was far in excess of the number whose votes it was humanly possible — 


- 4 







for him to record in one day, and he broke down under the strain. The 
result of this election has drawn attention to defects in the existing ryles, 
under which the election has to be held at the headquarters of each thana 
under one presiding officer at one sitting. A revision of the rules has been 
undertaken 80 as to provide additional polling centres and polling officers 

e possibility of such a failure. PNRM FN oy 
nittees—(a) Constitution.—The number of Union Com- 
“cae ne io mate ag to 174 5 
Jact Benga with a population of over one _ 
pda t6'these, BS Unton Con high 47 
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long spring up all over the distriet-after the new Bengal: Vi ern- 
ment Bill passes into law. * acl maestro 

In Dacea the Committees ‘are showing commendable zeal and enthusiasm, 
and evidence is not wanting of their capacity to benefit by each other’s: 
experience. In this district it is the custom for the Chairmen and members 
to meet with the chaukidari panchayats at an annual Conference held at the 
Dacea Government farm, where questions of village administration are debated 
and the work ‘carried on at the farm is studied with keen interest. The 
Conference during the‘year under review was attended by about 1,000 members 
of these village authorities, whose keenness was stimulated: by the presence 
of His Excellency the Governor. The Governor in Council joins with the 
Commissioner in. congratulating the Chairman of the District Board, 
Mr. 8. G. Hart, 1.c.8., on the able and sympathetic manner in which he 
has guided the development of village self-government in his district. 

The other side of the picture is presented in the report of the Chairman 
of the Bankura District Board, who found the working of the Union Com- 
mittees most disappointing. “Neither threat nor persuasion,” he remarks, 
‘has availed ‘to arouse the slumbering instinct of ‘self-hélp and patriot- 
ism.” The non-official Chairman of the Burdwan District Board complains 
that ‘the majority of the Union Committees want to have doles from the 
District Board without exerting themselves. In other districts also the 
aversion to local taxation is noticeable. At the same time, Committees which 
have failed to introduce local taxation have not always been marked by lack 
of yitality or initiative: the people o° Rangpur, vhough they do not assess 
themselves, raise considerable sums from voluntary contributions. Many Com- 
mittees moreover are of recent creation, and it is hoped that, with greater 
experience and with an expansion of their work, the advantages of self-taxation 
‘will be more widely recognized, An encouraging instance of the readiness of 
villagers to manage and pay for village needs is furnished by the existence 
of 89 informal Committees in the Rangpur district, which spent Rs. 27,640 on 
roads, Rs. 7,854 on wells and Rs. 3,959 on other heads. 

8. District Board receipts.—'The total receipts from all sources (exelud- 
ing opening balances) increased from Rs. 1,06,09,964 to Rs. 1,10,22,117 
andthe total disbursements decreased from Rs. 1,10,04,449 to Rs. 1,08,12,415. 
The fluctuations cannot be assigned to any general causes. The largest 
decreases were Rs. 1,13,000 under local rater, a result due mainly to bad 
collections, Rs. 33,000 under police, Rs. 52,000 under miscellaneous and , 
Rs. 12,000 under railways. On the other hand, receipts from education 
rose from Rs. 10,68,263 to Rs. 12,53,689 owing to an increase in the educa- 
tional grants made by Government; receipts from medical increased’ from 
Rs. 90,482 to Rs. 144,401 mainly on account of larger contributions from 
private sources ; and receipts from civil works rose from Is. 10,37,235 to 
Rs, 12,37,066 chiefly as a result of larger contrtbutions from Government. 

9. Incidence of taxation.—The incidence of taxation varied from 2 
annas per head in the Dacca Division to 3} annas per head in the Burdwan 
Division, and averaged 24 annas for the whole Presidency. ; 

10. District Board expenditure.—In contrast with the previous three 
years when expenditure exceeded current income by 54, 74 and 24 lakhs, 
respectively, the expenditure in the year under review exceeded current 
income by less than Rs. 5,000. Many District Boards have-incurred additional 
recurring expenditure which has absorbed the greater part of the enhaneed 
income due to the transfer by Government of the receipts from the public 
works cess, and they have therefore little or nothing to spend on original 
‘works of any magnitude. In Bankura, for instance, a distrivt with small 
resources, an inelastic income and growing needs, where the whole ‘of the 
increased income is absorbed by recurring expenditure, the Board spent less'on 
original works than before it received the public works cess receipts. 
Others, however, still have large surpluses, which were available for capital 
expenditure, but which remained unspent owing to the restrictions placed . 
on the constriction of new works by war conditions, and more particularly 
the prohibitive price of materials and the difficulty of obtaining them conse~ 
quent on the dislocation of railway traffic. The year closed with an aggregate 
balance of 20 lakhs or approximately one-fifth of the total’expenditure. 
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on.—Lhe. expenditure on education amounted vet aa : 


| “nation which was adopted in the Faridpur district as an experimental 
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+ 1l. Education,— ; 
mately 25 lakhs, of which nearly half consisted of Gov rnment grants. 
total number of upper and lower primary schools ained and aided by 
District Boards rose from 34,020 to 35,278, of which 27,863 were boys’ schools — 


ge opinion still seems to consider the education of girls a luxury 


and 7,415 hl schools: those actually maintained by the Boards numbered 
a, 


2,842. Vi 





) 


rather than a necessity and the progress of female education is consequently 


slow, there being an addition of only 6,700 in the number of girls apeeing 


schools maintained and aided by the Boards. The education of small 
backward communities received some attention. The District Boards of © 
Birbhum and Midnapore helped in the education of the Santhals, while in 
Chittagong two special schools for the Arakanese Maghs were maintained at 
Cox's Bazar and Ramov. In Birbhum a feature of the year's work was 
the starting of night schools, at which free education was given to the 
children of labourers, cultivators and artizans. } ‘ 

12. Medical.—There was an increase of nearly Rs. 80,000 in the provi- 
sion of medical relief. In view of the inadequacy of medical relief available 
in rural areas Government urged the Boards to prepare programmes for-the 
establishment of additional dispensaries, so that in course of time there 
might be a network of dispensaries in each district and every village might 
be within reach of one. Altogether 23 new dispensaries were established 
in the year under review, and the Governor in Council is pleased to observe 
that almost all the District Boards outside the Chittagong Division have 
adopted programmes of extension. Jessore, Howrah and Dacca have decided 
to introduce a &ystem of endowed medical aid for rural areas, under which 
localities, where medical aid is not procurable aud there is not sufficient local 
support bo justify the establishment of a dispensary, are selected and medical 
men induced to settle and practise in them by the grant of a subsidy. Four 
such centres were selected in Howrah and ten in , poly The experiment 
was tried elsewhere some years ago but proved a failure ; and it remains to 
be seen with what success it will now meet.. The Rajshahi District Board 
appointed a supernumerary doctor specially to treat cases of malaria in 
primary schools in the vicinity of the town of Rampur-Boalia. The experi- 
ment having proved a success, steps are being taken to make similar arrange- 
ments for schools in other centres. The Governor in Council would draw the 
attention of other District Boards to this interesting development of practical 
school hygiene. 

13. Sanitation. —There was an increased outlay of over Rs. 23,000 on 
sanitary measures, a large part of the expenditure being incurred, as in pre- 
vious years, on village works carried out through the agency of Local Boards - 
and Union Committees. The sanitary staff of some of the Boards was use- 
fully employed in delivering dantern lectures. in villages and instructing 
villagers inthe main principles"of hygiene and their application. — It is inter- 


' esting to note, a8 an instance of growing interest in questions of public health, 


that the non-official Chairman of the District Board of Jessore composed: and 
distributed a leaflet on cholera and malaria, which was approved by the 
Sanitary Commissioner. baa a 

It has beon felt for sometime that without an adequate public health 


organization under each District Board, the problems of public health and the 


prevention of disease in rural areas cannot receive proper attention, The fact 
that none of the District Boards in the Chittagong Division has appointed a 
Sanitary Inspector, as required by the Local Self-Government Act, shows how 
little this important responsibility is realized by: some Boards. Orders have 


_ recently issued-requiring each District Board to appoint a properly qualified . 


District Health Officer, and an officer of this class has already been appointed 
in Burdwan. The Chittagong District Board resolved during the year to 


appoint one, and the question of making a similar appointment has been taken 
up by the Midnapore District Board. : Ra 
14. Wacsination.—The decision of the District Boards of Burdwan and 
Chittagong to introduce free vaccination throughout those districts—a measure 
which involves the entertainment of a considerable staff—is algo an encouraging 
_ Sign of growing interest in the catapaign against disease. A system cima 
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was found to be unsatisfactory and was discontinued during the year. The 

- paeastongieasths Yds in the Sadar subdivision of the Baka anj district, i 
pepo wise: ‘Satisfactory and the Board decided that the scheme should 
be extended to the three remaining subdivisions of the district. The 

Governor in Council agrees with the Commissioner that in view of the success- 

ful results attained in Bakarganj the causes of failure in Faridpur require 

investigation. ; + he 

_ 15. Civil works.—The prevalence of war conditions is mainly respon- 

sible for the decrease of Rs. 1,73,540 under this head, which includes water- 
supply and drainage. The outlay on original works on buildings fell by nearly - 
half a lakh and that on communications by.over three lakhs, but on the other 
hand, 14 lakh more was spent on the improvement of the water-supply in 
rural areas. Work was especially hampered by the difficulties of railway . 
transport, which often rendered it impossible to obtain either metal for the 
roads or Goal for burning bricks, As was to be expected under these conditions, 
there were large lapses, amounting in Noaxhali to nearly one-third of the total 
allotment for civil works. The District Boards of Burdwan, Hooghly and 
Nadia allowed over 20 per cent. of their allotments to lapse, and five other 
Boards, viz., Midnapore, 24-Parganas, Dacca, Bogra and Chittagong had 
lapses of over 10 per cent. ‘Taking the figures for the Provinee, as a whole, 
the proportion of lapses rose from 9 to 11 per cent } 

16. Water-supply.—Exponditure on the improvement of the sources of 
water-supply showed a satisfactory increase of 14 lakh and accounted for 
nearly one quarter of the net public works cess receipts. ‘The Governor in 
Corfncil is pleased to observe that Midnapore, which was noticed last year as 
having spent only 2°2 per cent. ofgits public works cess receipts on water-supply, 
jeevoauer its outlay to 34°4 per cent. Nadia and Dacca spent over 43 per cent. 
of their receipts from the cess, while five other Boards spent over 30 per cent. 
On the other hand, expenditure by the District Board of Chittagong was only 
one-third of that of the previous year, and the explanation of the reduced 
expenditure given by the Chairman is not convincing. In Howrah there was 
a decrease, which was due tothe fact that the Board had to give up its 
programme of excavating tanks in the open country so as to avoid risks of 
pollution. The result was that many of the tanks were not used except by a 
few persons living in the vicinity, and the Board realizing its mistake has 
had to adopt another scheme. 

17. Arboriculture.—There was an increase of Rs. 3,442 in the ex- 
penditure under this head. Nearly half of the provincial expenditure was 
incurred in the Burdwan Division, where the District Boards pay more atten- 
tion to the planting and maintenance of road-side trees than those elsewhere. 
The Asansol Local Board alone spent more than any other division in the 
Presidency.- The District Boards of Jessore, Dacca and Bakarganj appear to 
have little interest i this matter, the first Boaftl spending only Re. 1 and the 
latter two, nothing on their trees. ‘ =the 

18. Veterinary charges.—Expenditure under this head, which in- 
cludes charges on account of veterinary dispensaries, contributions towards 
the pay of veterinary assistants, and scholarships tenable at the Belgachia 

‘ College, increased from, Rs. 88,716 to Rs. 1,00,513. Jalpaiguri shows the 
langeoes expenditure, mainly owing to the construction of a veterinary hospital 
and dispensary, which is nearing completion. The veterinary assistants 
continued to do useful work on the outbreak of epidemics and their work 
appears to have met. with growing appreciation. It is regrettable to observe 
that the posts of veterinary assistants at Nadia.and Bakarganj could not be 

-filled up for want of qualified candidates. + A, 

19. Glosing balances.—Five years have now passed since the public 
works cess was made over by Boccunient to the District Boards. At 
first the District Boards, for want of prepared programmes and schemes, were 
unable to spend the whole of the large sums placed at their disposal aggregat- | 
ing 29 lakhs: the receipts'from this source have since risen to over 32 lakhs. 
Large balances accumulated which have been gradually reduced ; but owing 

puely to the dislocation of railway goods traffic — ar eee ajponby 
taining materials this process was suspended during the year under - 
Teview aie Page» teas ‘remained practically the same. Some District 
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Boards, it/is'true, have cleared off the accumulations and in four districts’  . 
viz.; Dacca, Faridpur, Bakarganj and Rangpur, the balance 18 now below the 
minimum working balance necessary. Rangpur, with an ordinary expenditure: 
of over five lakhs, closed the year with an actual balance of Rs. 5,110 against 
the prescribed ininimum of Rs. 19,787. On the other hand, the District 
Boards of Burdwan, Noakhali and ‘Tippera retained disproportionately large 
balances (Rs. 3,67,566, Rs. 1,15,000, and Rs. 1,55,864, respectively), approxi- - 
mating in the first two cases to half or more of the current expenditure 
and ‘in the ‘third case to over 15 times the minimum working balance. 

' Other District Boards with a closing balance of over one lakh are Mymen~ 
singh, Midnapore and the 24-Parganas. ni é eae 

The ‘suspension of works due to war conditions is the explanation 
generally given for the accumulation of balances, but in Midnapore, even after 
allowing for the lapse under civil works, the reeult isnot satisfactory, and in 
Mymensingh the balance increased by nearly six thousand. The explanation 
is ‘also inadequate in the case of Tippera, where the lapse under civil works 
represented oply Rs. 19,000. For Burdwan a somewhat different explanation 
is given, viz., an underestimate of one lakh in the cess receipts, which depend 
on the profits and royalties from collieries and are therefore difficult to estimate 

roperly, and the incompetence of the Assistant Engineer of the Asansol Local 
Board which resulted in a saving of 14 lakh allotted for civil works. As 
a contrast to this, may be mentioned the Bakarganj District Board, which, 
with an ordinary expenditure of over Rs. six lakhs, had a balance of only 
Rs. 42,000 owing to the expeditious way in which the District Engineer and 
the District Board office checked and passed the bills for works. 

20. The Governor in Council desires to agpress his appreciation of the 
good work done by the following gentlemen :— 


Vice-Cuatrmen or Disrricr Boaxps. 


Burdwan Division. * 


Rai Banwari Lal Hati Bahadur, Burdwan. 
‘ Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Shamsuzzoha, Birbhum. 
Rai Sahib Bama Charan Ray, Bankura. 
Babu Atal Behari Sinha, Midnapore. 
Rai Bijoy Narayan Kundu Bahadur, Hooghly. 
‘Babu Ashutosh Bose, Howrah. 


Pregidency Division. 


Rai Biswambhar Ray Bahadur, Nadia. 

Babu Kulada Prosad Roy, Murshidabad, 
; Bijoy Krishna Mitra, Jessore. 

Rai Amrita Lal Raha Bahadur, Khulna. 


Dacca Division. 


Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabarti, Dacca. 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Ismail, Mymensingh. 
Maulvi Rahmat Jan Choudhburi, Faridpur. ; 
Khan Bahadur Hemayetuddin Ahmed, Bakarganj. 


Chittagong Division. 


Rai Satis Chandra Sen Bahadur, Chittagong. y 
Maulvi: Sayid Abdul Jabbar, Tippera. Ly 
Maulvi’Abdur Rashid Khan, Noakhali. 
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* Iacltides Rs. 23,032 represouting deposits on account of difference of cheques issued aud cashed, 
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“Third and Final Report on the Winter Rice Crop of Bengal, 
: a are Ae a +t aps ety: ah Ex : a4 
(Hete,—On the average ef the five yéare ending 1916.17, the area under winter rice 


$ 


crop In Bengal hae represented some 18°3 per cent, of the total area under: 


rice tn'Britiah India.) : 


: Character of the Season.—As explained in the Second Forecast of this 

- crop the season opened in a promising fashion but, owing to the failure of the 

rains after September, finished badly. ‘The period covered by this Forecast 

is that of the harvest, during whigh the weather conditions have been favour- 
able for field operations. . 

Acreage.—The area firures are now returned at 15,895,800 acres as 


' 


against -15.962,100 of the Second Forecast and 15,515,500 of the Final Fore- - 


Second Forecast is due mainly to a reduction on the estimates from Ma 
district. The increase of area\as compared with last year is, as w 
explained: in the First Foretast, mainly due to large increases in the 
Rangpur’ and Dinajpur districts where transplanting difficulties, owing 
to favourable weather conditions, were met with in the previous season. 

; ’n.— District figures of outturn have been in many cases consider- 
ably modified since the publication of the Second Forecast owing to results 
obtained by a large number of crop weighments. While the figures for some 
districts have been increased the balance is on the other side and a reduc- 
tion of 5 per cent. has to be recorded, the Provincial average being now 
returned at 72 per cent. as against 77 per, cent. in the Second Forecast and 
100 per cent. in the Final Forecast of last year. 

According to the latest returns in only one district, viz., Bakarganj, has 
a evrop above. the Provincial normal figure been returned. Crops over 80 per 
cent. are returned from six districts, twelve districts estimate crops between 
60 and 80 per cent., and six between 50 and 59 per cent., while the igure 
for Bogra falls as low as 44 per cent. The estimate for the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts has been returned at 100 per cent. in spite of a not too favourable 
season as the average crop in that locality greatly exceeds the accepted 
Provincial normal. 

Taking 12} maunds as the normal yield of cleaned rice per acre, the 
gross outturn for the Province is estimated at 105,106,900 cwts. against 
136,789,700 cwts. reported in the Final Forecast of last year, or a decrease of 
about 23 per cent. 


ae | §, MILLIGAN, 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 


“cast of last year.. The decrease of 66,300 acres from the figures of Ne 


; Dacca, 
The 10th February 1919. 
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